NOVEMBER   25-DECEMBER   7,    1916

Thursday, November $oth,

I was told the circumstances of the last social appearance of
Charles Boyd.1 At the St. James's Club, Boyd came in after
dinner, and called out: " Any member of the Committee here ? "
A committee man displayed himself. Then: " Any officer of
the Grenadier Guards here ? " A member said that he was of
the Coldstreams, and asked if that would do. Boyd said it
would. He added: " There's a man outside waiting to kill me.
I want the protection of a member of the Committee and of a
Guardsman." That night he was taken gravely ill.

It was only last week that I received a copy of the entirely
new and revolutionary Instructions to Emergency Committees,
which were issued on the i6th August last. Even then I only
got one copy. I asked for half a dozen more and got one more.

Thus for three months the whole scheme has been changed and
I, in charge of a district including several towns and 30 parishes,
was entirely ignorant of it. So were the civilians concerned.
I protested, but I got no explanation.

Sunday, December yd.

Central Military Representative for Essex has no copy of
Scheme K, which is the present emergency scheme. He lent
me his only copy. When he has to consider it in order to advise
me on doubtful points I have to return it to him. It is printed.
I have been able to get only one other copy. So the preparation
of instructions for this division drags on. The matter is supposed
to be urgent.

Thursday, December jth.

In the afternoon read through what I have written of my new
novel Not so bad. Undoubtedly I have been refreshed and
invigorated by reading Dreiser's " The Financier", which
absolutely held me. " The Titan ", which I am now reading, is
not so good.

I came to London yesterday with M. Rebecca West, Gladys
Wheeler, and H. G, Wells lunched with me at Romano's. Wells
called my fob " gastric jewellery " ! He offered to bet 2 to I
that the war would be over by August next.

1 C. W. Boyd, " one of Mr. Henley's young men" on the National
Observer and a brilliant writer in many reviews. He was political secretary
to Cecil Rhodes.
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